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The Pre-Story behlnd the Creatlon of “Nemi Bhaktamar”

L]

In the current downward time cycle, 22nd Tirthankara Lord Neminath was born in the town
named “Shauripuri”. Lord Neminath was observing celibacy since childhood. Even in the
younger age, he was detached from the attractions of the mundane materialistic life. Hence, he
was not interested in getting trapped by the bondage of marriage. But, provoked by their
affection for Nemikumar, Parents & brother (cousine) Krishna were keenly interested in the
marriage of Nemikumar.

King Krishna handed over this big task of convincing Nemikumar for marriage to his queens. It
was difficult to invoke desire for marriage in the heart & mind of brother-in-law Nemikumar,
but still all queens tried hard to lure and coax Nemikumar in wordly sensual pleasures by
playing with him in water lakes or by doing various types of other exciting activities. All their
efforts were unfruitfull. When after many such deceitful plans, they found Nemikumar
undisturbed and immovable like a mountain, they started taking with him in taunting language
& started giving obigations and also started thrashing him with harsh words.

Nemikumar stayed calm and peaceful. He patiently protected his internal tranquility in this
heavy attack of sharp weapons made of words. Almost untill the end, he kept silence but in the
end seeing their worthless efforts and feeling pity for all queens for their ignorance, little (faint)
smile appeared on his Lotus face.
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At that moment, all queens took his little smile as a symbol of approval & acceptance of
marriage. They felt and assumed that they convinced Nemikumar for marriage and so, all
queens gave this good news to King Krishna. Listening about Nemikumar’s approval from his
queens, Krishna started finding suitable bride for Prince Nemi with the help of Nemi’s parents.
The beautiful daughter of King Ugrasen named Raajimati was appropriate for Nemikumar.
Parents & family members arranged engagement of both and decided marriage date in few
days.

Time quickly passes by in various preparations of marriage on both sides. Eventually, the day
of marriage arrived, Everybody were excited & enthusiastic for marriage ceremony. With joy
and pompous celebration, family members of groom started marital procession. With all 56
crore Yadav dynasty participating, finally they reached near the courtyard of King Ugrasen’s
palace.

Near the palace, while going towards marriage ground, Nemikumar heard pity sound of crying
animals. He asked charioteer to stop the chariot. Seeing through his third knowledge (Avadhi
Gyaan), Prince Nemi realised the reason behind animals crying, still he asked charioteer to find
out why these animals were crying. Charioteer went there and came back with answer. He told
prince “All these animals are brought here to prepare food for special guests on the occassion
of your marriage ceremony.”
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Nemikumar’s heart was filled with compassion. He got overwhelmed by intention of such
violence. He directed his charioteer to bring chariot in the direction of animals. Seeing
Nemikumar’s chariot, all innocent animals started looking at Prince Nemi with the hope of
getting free from the danger of death. Looking at their tearful eyes and their frightened faces
reflecting their inner fear; Nemikumar ordered to remove them from bondages. Immediately
after freeing those animals, he asked charioteer to return back and refused to go towards
marriage ground.

The entire atmosphere was filled with sad feelings. For few movements nobody could speak
anything. Seeing Nemikumar’s chariot returning back, Parents and all family members
requested and tried hard to stop Prince Nemi by various means but.... but.... Nemikumar, now
submerged in the ocean of compassion and feeling completely detached from this materialistic
world, was not interested in getting married to any wordly bride. His eyes were now set only on
one bride, a bride called “Salvation”, a bridge named “Libration”.

On the other side, Raajimati was awaiting to meet Prince Nemi, the Ruler of her heart. She had
her own imaginations and her own desires for their wedding. She was excited for their first
meet. Before even meeting for a minute, seeing the farewell of groom’s chariot, she was
completely broken inside her heart. All her plans and feelings were shattered. She can’t stop
herself from crying. The affection she had since last eight births was broken by Nemikumar in
fraction of second. She lost her senses and became restless. She was heavily disturbed inside.
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Particularly in these moments, feelings felt by Raajimati and thoughts running through her
mind are composed by poet in various stanzas of this beautiful creation. ParamPujya Aacharya
Shri Bhavprabh Suriji, the creator of “Nemi Bhaktamar”, used this stotra as a reflector of pain
and suffering felt by Raajimati due to seperation from Nemikumar. He used nice garland of
words and beautiful immaginations to open up Raajimati’s heart and her inner feelings in this
marvellous, magnificent and mesmerizing master piece.

Lets walk through this stotra ! Lets feel this historical event and realize internal glory of
characters through the medium of “Nemi Bhaktamar”, and it’s Gujarati, Hindi and English
translations and also through pictorial medium of nice sketches, helping to grasp poet’s
imagination and to go beyond the words in the world of word-less experience.

k k%
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Oh Lord of all Divine Beings !

The way the cool water of a lake
becomes the sole support for the thirsty
living beings in the scorching heat of the
summer season; The way the moon
becomes the sole support for the bird
that enamors the moon; The way the sun
becomes the sole support for the birds
separated in darkness; The way you
become the sole support for the souls
burning heavily on the path of madness
and ignorance;

Oh Lord! Similarly, become the support
for Raajimati also whose sole desire is to
be a servant of your feet!

(Raajimati says this and pleads Nemi
Prabhu to allow her to serve his lotus
feet.) 3
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Oh Lord !

Virtuous men don't even worry
about death when they want to serve
their parents hence if you don't marry
me only to fulfil the wishes of your
parents then how will anybody in this
world respect and honor you? If you
don't even fulfil the wishes of your
honorable parents by giving into your
selfish reasons, then rather than
worshipping you | shall worship Shri
Rishabh Dev Bhagvan who first accepted
Grihsta Dharma (duty of a husband)
before taking the vow of renunciation.
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Oh Lord of the Yadu Race !

Which young person other than you
would desire to take a vow of
renunciation by sacrificing the pleasures
of a palatial house, love of a beautiful
woman (Raajimati), and the friends with
whom you have played throughout your
childhood?
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Oh Lord! Oh you detached soul!

If a person, received the power and
capacity, is able to cross a big wide
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Oh Merciful Lord !

The way you showed compassion and
mercy towards the suffering of animals,
come ! show the same compassion
towards me who is hopelessly standing
at door of the death, come and save
me!

For saving his child will not a husband
be effortfull to save his criminal wife,
who is caught in a danger ?

1



dteut g sEtafEd THen fad 9,
T & sfafaatt weafehe;
Tggferem qudter | wot fred,
AeATE T dehicTeRTTehtehed: |1 |1

&l !

Al Aid dudl y-u (Beid o
iond HellgR dl HodlHAl WA au © d
Ad 5612 ug Rastdl 2ial WL i 2082
o AL qsl uRL € kel ! dwi
Vo aculzs uuls yugdl Hsi sadl gl
- w12 o 2l



Ter ! Oh Lord !

Tk o 3T Y= §d o foptol
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The mango tree gets its mango
flowers only due to the scorching heat

~ .~ o of the sunrays of the sun in the summer

T | S e FSR W feqsd T WM | oy
t 3:ﬁ'{ . EAN 5 N : season! Similarly, these words that | am
@T{\ ﬂlqrfiq ad- ¢ Sl Stllen saying may sound rude, insolent and
THifesh wlg % gEedl Wi wel i spiteful to you but they will bring the

qﬁ&'@?mﬁ_@ﬁl fruits of wealth and prosperity of

kingdom to you !
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Oh Reliver of all the suffering!

Come ! Oh Lord ! I, the one with a
weak body, struck by the arrows of love,
am going insane due to the darkness
caused by the pain of separation! Just
come! As the darkness of the night can
only be destroyed by the arrival of the
first rays of sun, it is only your arrival
that is capable of removing the darkness
of pain that | feel in my heart!
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Oh Lord !

The way Kaamdev, forlorn and
dejected due to the scorching heat of
the summer, finally shows his pearl like
teeth through a wide smile, when the
sky is adorned by dark rainy clouds, that
are accompanied by the shine of the
lightning and the sound of thunder
combined with the melodious sound of
the peacocks dancing at the arrival of
monsoon, just like that, your body, dark
as a cloud and my body, shining like the
shine of the lightning; a droplet of water
will shine like a pearl resting on our
bodies.
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Oh Wise man !

The congregation of peacocks starts
dancing with joy at the sight of the dark
clouds lined up in the sky; the
congregation of lotuses in the lakes
starts blooming with joy with the arrival
of the first rays of the sun at the advent
of the morning; this is the true form of
friendship! Can you see?

Why have you detached yourself
from me in spite of our friendship that
has lasted for last eight lives?
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Oh Ruler of Weavering Minds !

This whole wedding procession, your
mother, your father, brothers and
sisters, other relatives and |, adorned
with the glow of beauty, are all present
for you and you are not willing to marry
me.

The Dharma (duty) of a Kshatriya
(Warrior) is to give shelter to those who
have come seeking his refuge. What
have | gained by your arrival when you
have maintained this distance and
ignored me completely?
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Oh My Lord !

My eyes, having looked at you this
whole time without blinking even once,
are not satisfied with the sight of
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Oh Blessed Soul !

In this whole universe, no other
beauty can come closer to the beauty of
the moon with the symbol of a musk
deer, the moon that is moving about in
this sky full of deities, the moon that
never gets defeated by the darkness and
renders perennial bliss to the awaiting
birds.

Same way, there is no other
personality as powerful and blissful as
you to the eyes of us humans who are
wandering in this universe full of lustful
pleasures and who in their ignorance
are moving amidst the enemies in form
of demons and sins.
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Oh Lord ! Oh Shivanand !

| daily go out to play with water in
the streams, in the courtyard of my

T3q | ¢ fyramz !

# 1 SeTshiel, TEATY S1erEl SUa
3fq TIHl § 9H & dEsg o 3wk

ﬁ é A o S house and in forests but | remain full of

i e | g sorrow due to my separation from you
AT Sfefd T FHRE fed 2 Hence, even when your existence makes
W ol I% ST YR T TARIGE the days bright, | remain like a forest full
aLe AIdl % | of trees that are completely barren and

desolate!
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Oh Lord of the three worlds!

gfe 319 e & da@ W el AT Now if you are going to be deaf and
T T ®T® ?ﬁ, 0 7 s Tt : not listen to anything that | say, then it
{iiq\l'?ﬁ N is better that you go away from the
' pleasure of the sweet words that |

zq fag # ey S ] 7 @3 speak.
T H SN & foad @ @ 3% B In this world, who can stop selfish
Uk ? people like you who wander about the

world according to their own whim!
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Oh Neminath !

You may become an ascetic! You may
go to Raivatgiri and observe strict vows!
But take this in your consideration that,
the way the toe of a newly born
Mahavir Prabhu shook the whole of
Meru Mountain, same way, one day
Kaamdev (the God of Love) shall shake
your strong determination and move
you from your ascetism.
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Oh Lord !

When the Goddesses, along with
their female friends, would come to
Raivatgiri to play, they will get attracted
to a handsome person like you and they
will say,

Oh Lord! You, like a Kaamdev (The
God of Love), are like a lamp that shall
illuminate the whole world by spreading
light and joy.
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Oh Yogishwar !

You may be more powerful to
destroy the darkness of the karmas than
the sun who is powerful to destroy the
darkness of the night, because you are
destroying the darkness of karmas from
the lives of Yogis who are like the
temple of righteousness. But I, with the
whim to get you, am suffering from the
darkness due to your separation and to
destroy this darkess | always meditate
you; But why should | consider you
more powerful than the sun when you
cannot destroy this darkness that has
spread through my heart because of our

separation?
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Oh Lord of all Jains !

On Raivatgiri, when vyou are

Frorer wrg A _{% @ 1 immerged in deep ascetic meditation,
your face, possessing more beauty
o= " ol e W w AR than the moon, is kissed by the little
ATl ATIhl G fetones o=a =y babies of the deers, possess immense
JoA T, 3F A H I e fay virtues, spreads the light of Samyakgyan
ﬁ TR = TFOT F FEEE I (Right Knowledge) across this world and

3 % 510 @i v 3 is watched by many souls.
SATHI :
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Oh God !

Dark, black clouds full of rain water
are necessary for giving pleasure to the
peacocks! Your black countenance is
sufficient for giving ultimate happiness
to the peacocks and hence there is no
need for the clouds that have become
softer due to presence of rain water.

Normally, one gets wealth, prosperity
and such pleasures by putting lots of
efforts in observing strict vows and
pennance. But you have received all
these without making any efforts. Then
what is it that now you are lacking ?
why are you undertaking efforts in
observing vows and austerities?
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Oh Beloved!

Soon after you turned back your
chariot from the wedding place, my
relatives started searching for another
groom for me. | closed my ears with my

T TR |

3T 1Y TR Ffaq S @ & ad
T WESH ol AT BEhl 3T 9 Fl
THE F H UM W @ § | I 99I H

ST FHThHAC ﬁ Sl T H ET Fh hands and told them, "People, in this
Arl W wEd g TR, fem i A @ W world, desire to get gem stones but
ARTATT TEA © o 39 DEH oF | which foolish person would desire for
i 4 qH T HA B RS M g | Tereplecesof glass?

At W 2"
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Oh Beloved!

| firmly believe that no other man

T Eﬁ_s: H'Fﬁﬁ?l'q N A S gnd o will ever be capable to attract my heart

- “ the way you have attracted me, either in
qg“f@‘rn, EHTH_% ﬁ%’l’@% Rl _Sﬁ this birth or in any of my next births.
AHEHR § off S TR AR B L Then, what should | do with the hollow
39 fau g s e B < 1w oA sympathetic words of my friends and

afegat & syreE g=qi 9 H’Q 1 ? relatives saying, “You will find a better
: groom than Nemikumar. Therefore do
not panic.”
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Oh Lord of the world!

Shivaamaata, has given birth to you,
the way eastern direction gives birth to

T ST |

afeen Ty e & gR1 Sehatay

1 G- T %ﬂfﬂﬁgﬂlﬁg the Sun. Your birth, th hall bri
W@ ’ m@ﬁ a\')_ e Sun. Your .|r , ey say,s a rng
peace, prosperity and happiness for the

RS G %Waﬁw RS whole world. But the fact that | am
o | oft a1 TR N SR e foe separated from such a person, who will

9T & HRO W fAw @ e wRom bring happiness to the world, is bringing
FHISET 99 B | SHH AT S ST extreme pain to me till my last breath.

T <1 = 9 ? But it is not Shivaamaata’s fault.
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Oh Yogishwar !

You surprise the hearts of many
souls, residing in the caves, by observing
extremely difficult austerities and vows
on the tough peaks of Raivatachal
Mountain.

But isn't there any other way of
attaining ultimate liberation like the way
Bharat Chakravarti attained Keval Gyaan
in his own mirror palace rather then
observing severe penance, vows etc ?
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Oh Lord!

Saints claim that "knowledge" is itself
pure and capable for the blooming of
happiness of salvation. Then why does
one need to observe austerities,
celibacy or any other vows and rituals?
Why is it required to wander from one
place to another? What is the use of
bearing such difficulties and observing
such strict austerities? Enough
enough of these vows and rituals!
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Oh God!

You played with the celestial beings
just like a child, you defeated everybody
on the battlefield as well as religious
congregations and hence you can be
considered the best man {Purshottam}
wandering on this earth. It means you
are the best man on this earth.
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Oh Friend of underprivileged!

First you blew a conch shell named
"Paanch Janya" and then you twisted
Krishna's arm in the playground within a
moment. Thereafter you were laughed
by Krishna's queens in the lake. In the
end you kept silent when your relatives
talked about your marriage! oh Lord! |
bow down to you, who have destroyed
the birth-cycles of the people and my
self too.
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Oh Dearest to all!
If you are the son of Shiva Devi (Shiv =
Blessing, Shiva Devi = Goddess of

Blessing) then why are you not blessing
me? And then you have been given the
name Arishtnemi very meaningful (Arisht
= difficulty, Nemi = Wheel, Arishtnemi =
Wheel that destroys difficulties) then
even in dreams why are you not been
seen as destroying these difficulties that |
am facing due to our separation ? [As per
your name you should be able to look at
my convenience but look at this situation
where you are only causing inconvenience
to me! Become a person who thinks of my
convenience! Become a person who
fulfills my wishes!]
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Oh Detached Soul!

The first rays of the sun falling on
Raivatachal take the hue of blood :- red
color, the color of lotus, the color of
attachment! The water flowing from the
narrow ravines on Girnar Mountain also
takes this color of attachment every
morning when the sun rises and spread
the message about love and
attachment! Then why don't you, the
habitant of Raivatgiri, become attached
to me?

[Here, the poet has shown his great
prowess as a poet, by taking two
different meanings of the word "Raag" -
One is the red colour and another love /
attachment.]

57



Tt | g foasten aforeresr |,
T ST TR qaHm L
it femafa fasmueiteat

FEIE AT GEsrgn: 11

& 2apil ! & angldvucl citot !

Brrur BuRaz Guz »uu SR ©i ! 2uu
ugled i ! ddl gu Grwaaddl s
Guadl 2uadl -l sildd s we 518
uY Al d Ad Fadd yR WA Aal
Al silan-Seud ual Asad S8
ey <.



¥ @t | g wEfastae F5 T |

R iR | o9 S} 71 | 31
e B | sufau 9 @ SeaEd i
BRATC o S § Tl g8 GA ol Hhifd
I Uk o e e T T T, S5 /e
Yo U W g Ikl hifwa-gesl i off
e o1 Tepett o1 oft wredd 7

Oh Lord! Oh Son of Samudravijay!

You are the Lord of Girnar Mountain!
You are Mahadev (the supreme God) !
The way nobody is able to stop the rays
of sun coming from Udayachal, same
way, nobody has the capability or power
to overcome your whim.
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Oh Supereme Lord!

Because of sandal wood trees that have
grown on the topmost peaks and due to the
another valuable things, the golden Meru
mountain has became the best. But it is
neither attainable for common people nor
beneficial to them. Also such places and
things are unattainable by the people who
are desirous of money and such other
worldly pleasures hence they are irrelevant
for such people. Similarly, your best and
highest form as the Lord residing on
Raivatachal Mountain is neither attainable
for common people nor beneficial to them.
Also your ultimate form is not easily visible
to anybody. Hence your such unattainable
form is infact irrelevant for common
people!
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Oh Lord of Lords!

On the Girnar Mountain, 1) Your
throne is the highest of the rocks 2) The
umbrella over your head in form of the
Sun 3) The streams, resembling
chaamars, flowing and expanding with
the breeze, these combination of three
specialities provide ample testimony to
the fact that you are the sole and
supreme Lord of these three worlds!
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Oh God of this world!

Wise men, after looking at my eyes
and mouth, compare my countenance
with a lotus flower! | plead to you to
look at my words, though they are rude
but spoken with lot of love while |
struggle this unbearable pain of
separation, as nothing but pure nectar!
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Oh Lord !

The deer says, "My Lord (Moon) and |
(Deer) have been won of by her
(Raajimati's) eyes and countenance!"
(Meaning Raajimati's countenance is
more beautiful than the moon and her
eyes are more beautiful than that of a
deer hence the moon and deer have been
won over by her). The deer that possesses
musk in its naval, gets angry with this
thought and the anger causes the
otherwise tranquil and highly cool
moonlight to burn with anger, and this
moonlight is also causing pain to me (who
is already in pain due to the separation).
Then of course this universe which is
illuminated in every corner will only bring
severe pain to me. 67
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Oh The Most Righteous Man!

Have a look at this world! (Just see)
Even the moon shows and expands its
zone of affection towards Kumudini and
bird Chakor who are looking at the
moon with love and seek its shelter. The
moon doesn't turn away from them.
Then how come you don't get attracted
by and attached to me, whom you have
been attached to since your last eight
births! | fail to comprehend this
mystery! Do you think that the path that
leads to me is dangerous? Is this the
reason that you remain detached
towards me?
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Oh Pious Beloved !

Your couple of feet are like
mountains in this forest full of mango
trees - Sahsavan, where Lord ! you
received the wealth of omniscience in
form of Kevalgyaan. The beauty of the
Samavasaran, surrounded by these row
of mountains, is never attacked by the
Mohraaja (the king of attraction and
lust) who otherwise is envious of
anybody's progress or characteristics.
This itself is a great fascinating tale of
this land.
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On hearing that the King of Desires
also melts like wax in front of Neminath
Prabhu, very intelligent and a very
righteous woman Raajimati, like a swan,
started following Neminath Prabhu for
whom it is said that, 'The water in form
of Neminath Prabhu's name is capable
of dowsing the fire of pain and
sufferings'.

Raajimati remained insane under the
influence of immense attachment and
love towards Neminath Prabhu but
finally she accepted the reality and
turned towards the path on which
Prabhuji had moved on. She starts to

sing songs of Prabhu's glory and says ...
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Oh Yogishwar !

That human being, whose heart is
full of the antidote in form of your
Stavans (Antidote Kkills the effect of
poisonous snake-bite), can quickly
defeat (with the use of this antidote)
this snake in the form of Kaamdev (God
of Love) - this snake with sensuous
lustful eyes, this snake that has defeated
and killed many a human beings, this
snake that is darker than a mob of
crazily drunk bees. Meaning ...

The effect of the poison of lust and
desire can be quickly killed just by the
recital of songs and stavans singing the
glory of your name!
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Oh Nemishwar!

The way thousand rays of the rising
sun destroy the darkness, similarly,
worshipping your name has the
potential to destroy quickly the kingdom
of false believers adorned with
ignorance and disbelief which is based
upon the duality of what is true and
what is false!
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Oh Charioteer of the World!

Those who accepted the shelter of
your lotus feet, resembling a pleasing
forest, who has crushed the pain caused
by the birth-nuclies, such human beings,
who are as pure as swans, can attain the
three gems namely - Samyag Darshan,
Samyag Gyaan and Samyag Charitra!l
(Right Belief, Right Knowledge and Right
conduct.)
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Oh Nemivar!

You have distinguised everything as to
be ignored or to be known by your divine
omniscience. By reciting your name with
the desire to feel the pleasure of caressing
the breasts of the woman in form of
Moksha, Souls get liberated from the
struggles of this cycle of birth and death
and attain immortality!

(With the 36th Shloka the recital started
by Raajimati gets completed here. Rest of
the Shlokas will talk about how Raajimati,
with immense pain due to the separation
from Neminath Bhagvan, starts walking on
the path towards renunciation of the world
and eventualy attains the ultimate
liberation- Moksha)
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Having drank the sweet nectar in
form of Nemi Prabhu's words, Raajimati
started walking on the path following
his footsteps and renounced this world.
She attained Kevalgyaan as well as the
ultimate happiness in form of ultimate
emancipation. Who would not attain
disease free condition and a shining
body like that of Kaamdev after drinking
the most sacred medicine prescribed by
a well experienced doctor ?
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Oh Gem of all Virtues!

Your character is as pure as the fully
blossomed virtuous lotus. Which virtues
shall | describe in my hymns and songs?
After you attained the ultimate
emancipation, those who were living in
the bondage of love and lust since ages
have freed themselves completely from
the attachment of worldly pleasures.
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Oh Ever Celibate Lord !

Oh Nemi Jinewshvar!
Oh The Gem of Yaadav Dynasty!

Oh The glorious sun that renders
peace to Raajimati's beautiful eyes
similar to chakravak !

Those intellectuals who sing the
glorious songs of your virtues shall, in
very less time, become the master of
wealth in form of  ultimate
emancipation!
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Oh Lord of all celestial Beings!

Panditraj scholar, the light of whose
power has spread across the world,
adorns his body with this garland in
form of the constant recital of the songs
of your glory, garland which is formed
with the pearls shining because of your
divine beauty and glory. Wealth itself
goes to such highly righteous men.

Meaning, the human beings who will
constantly recite the songs of your glory
shall definitely receive wealth (in form
of spiritual wealth).
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